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COCOA DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
OF TRINIDAD & TOBAGO LIMITED
Championing the success
of the fine/ flavour cocoa industry in
Trinidad and Tobago,

contributing towards economic diversification




CDCTTL
Company Background

The Cocoa Development Company of Trinidad
and Tobago Limited (CDCTTL) is a special pur-
pose state company registered according to the
Companies Act, Chap 81:01 of the Laws of Trinidad and Tobago, to
provide support for the development of the local cocoa industry. The
line Ministry which the CDCTTL falls under is the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Land and Fisheries. Our goal is to make cocoa production in
Trinidad and Tebago a financially viable activity, contributing to eco-
nomic diversification of the cocoa value chain.

Vision

The CDCTTL sees itself as the pre-eminent driver and catalyst for
transformation of the sector: the hub of all things related to cocoa.
To this end, the CDCTTL vision is to become:

“...the premier institution promoting and coordinating the
development of the fine/flavour cocoa industry of Trinidad and
Tobago.”

Mission

The CDCTTL's raison d'étre is to empower stakeholders by leading
and facilitating the sustainable development of the fine or flavour
cocoa sector in an efficient, innovative, and transparent manner to
increase production, whilst ensuring adherence to international

standards of quality, leading to improved value and a globally
recognised brand.



Role of the CDCTTL

The CDCTTLis the national governing body for the local cocoa
industry and is the country’s representative at the International
Cocoa Organisation (ICCO). The Company has several ongoing
projects which reflect an overarching goal of sustainable in-
crease of growth within the industry.

Working with Farmers: Through our Cocoa Development Offic-
ers, the CDCTTL has ongoing Farmers Field Schools trainings
where cocoa farmers are reacquainted with methodologies of
good agricultural practice and are exposed to new techniques.

In collaboration with the MALF and Regional Corporations, the
CDCTTL recently initiated the Transport and Distribution of
Planting Material Programme, where cocoa planting material is
transported from the La Reunion Estate in Centeno, to collection

points closest to the farmers.

Working towards increased Value-Added Production: The
Cocoa Community Value Added Skills Training Programme was
launched in Rio Claro ,in 2018, with a focus on the creation of
chocolates, soaps and creams.

Quality: The CDCTTL works on raising the level of post harvest
guality though training farmers on proper fermentation and
drying technigues. They Company recently partnered with the
Rio Claro Demonstration to erect a model solar drying house.

Certificate of Origin: The CDCTTL is currently the only body that
can administer Certificates of Origin for Cocoa Exports. This
certificate is required for the traceability of cocoa beans and
value-added export products.



School Sensitizations and Trainings: By partnering with the
local 4H Clubs, the CDCTTL has conducted several hands on
cocoa beverage training sessions with children of primary
schools. The Company has also visited secondary schools with-
in Cocoa Communities to present to students on Cocoa Careers

and the country’s fine/flavour cocoa heritage.

Information Hub: The CDCTTL acts as an information hub for
persons within the value chain, connecting producers and buy-
ers, as well as those who are interested in entering the industry.
The company is in the process of developing a fine/flavour
cocoa registry. The CDCTTL provides information on establish-
ing new estates and the rehabilitation of older farms.

The National Cocoa Awards and the Cocoa of Excellence: The
Company facilitates the country’s participation at the Cocoa of
Excellence and will be hosting T&T's first National Cocoa Awards
in 2018.

Conclusion

Users of fine/flavour cocoa can feel confident that Trinidad and
Tobago is committed to remaining a reliable and consistent
supplier of its unigue, high quality cocoa beans as a result of
exciting new initiatives being undertaken to increase production

and maintain superior quality.



A History of the Trinitario Cocoa in T&T

Trinidad and Tobago’s Fine or Flavour Cocoa has eamed a posi
tion worldwide as a premium high quality product. Our cocoa
should be treated in an analogous way to that of champagne:
low volumes, high guality, high price, high profit and having a
growing global demand. The country’s reputation for this pre-
mium crop has been cemented through its success at the Inter-
national Cocoa Awards and the premium price it fetches on the
market.

® 1525

Spanizrds first plant the Criollo
(fine or flavour) variety in Trinidad
1700
The Cocos trade becomes
operative in Trinidad
1727
A larpe amount of the cocoa ress
were destroyed due o diseaze and
naturzl disaszer, the industry was
almost completely wipsd out

1757

Forastero (buik) spedies is introduced
from Yenszulz and interbread with
Criollo to creste the Trinizario
hybrdization
1830
T&T is the world's 3rd hiphest
progucer of Cocos after Venezuela

1921 . and Ecuador

Lecal production peaks ac 32,000 |
tons |

b Late 1920s
|
]
I
[

TRt R TEEET TR

A series of events lead ta the
decrease in production: the Great
Depression, disease, glut on the
miarket, oil boom

1945 §
Cocoa Board of Trinidad and Tokago |
was formed to rehabilitate the coroz |

industry :

p 1949-1980s

The Depariment of Agriculture
undertook kybridisstion work
involving Trinitario and Amazonizsn
Forastero parents, producing
cutstanding Trinidad Selected
Hybrids
1962
Establishment of the Cocoa and
Coffee Industry Board to raguiate 1
the specifications and standards for
cocoa expart |

® 1963
i

e L

LIWI'=s Cocoa Research Unit
{later called Cocoa Research
Centre] launched
2014
The CDCTTL is formed to werk on
guality along the cacoa walue chain
and increzsse preduction

Source: Bekele, Frances | The History of Coooa Production in Trinidad and Tobago. in Rewitalising of the Trnidad and
Tobago Coona Industry Proceedings of the APASATT Seminar and Exhibition. 20th September 2003.

The Mational Archives of Trinidad and Tobago



Let’s discuss your interest

in the cocoa industry!

COCOA DEVELOPMENT OFFICER BY AREA

Lopinot, Arima, Sangre Siparia, Erin, Rancho
Grande, Brasso Seco, Grande Quemado, Cedros,
Riviere, Plum Road Coromandel

Mr. Matthew Escalante Mr. Stefan Lee Son
729-6485 729-9415

Moruga, Tableland, Rio Claro, Ecclesville,
Tabaquite Biche, Cushe, Charuma
Ms. Anuradha Pooran- Mr. Roger Poliah
Ramroop 729-9238

729-7343

Tamana, Talparo Tobago

Ms. Siddiga Ragbirsingh 671-1001

729-8092

Follow us on Social Media

,&*} @cocoadevelopmentcompanytt

(0) @cdcttitd

Office Contact

#16 Mulchan Seuchan Road,
Chaguanas

Trinidad and Tobago W.I.

Phone: +1-868-671-1001 CDCTT L

A & COOOA DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
Email : info@cdcttl.co.tt OF TRINIDAD & TOBAGO LIMITED




