
 

Rabies Vaccination Drive FAQs 
 

What is Rabies? 

Rabies is a fatal viral disease that can be transmitted between animals and from 

animal to humans. Animals and people can become infected when bitten by a rabid 

(infected) animal.  

How is rabies transmitted in Trinidad? 

Rabies is generally transmitted by the bite of the vampire bat. 

 

What are the signs of rabies? 

There are two (2) forms of rabies; the Furious form and the Paralytic form. 

Only the paralytic form has been identified in Trinidad. Signs of the paralytic form 

of rabies include paralysis of the throat and jaw muscles, often with excess 

salivation and inability to swallow, drooping of the lower jaw, bladder dysfunction, 

and persistent fever coinciding with limb weakness. Death usually occurs within 7-

10 days of the onset of clinical signs. These animals may not be vicious and rarely 

attempt to bite.  

 

How can rabies be prevented/ why is it important to vaccinate livestock? 

Vaccination against this disease has proved to be the most effective weapon for 

preventing the transmission and spread of rabies. Vaccination of animals creates 

immunity against this disease. Rabies have had, and continue to have a major role 

in protecting animal and public health. 

 

What is the risk? 

The risks associated with rabies vaccination includes some side effects such as 

mild fever, fatigue and loss of appetite for 24-36 hours after vaccination. 

 

What animals are being vaccinated? 

The rabies program primarily involves the vaccination of sheep, goats, cows and 

buffaloes. These animals will be tagged to identify vaccinated animals. 

 

 

 



If my animals contract rabies, is there a cure? 

Once clinical signs appear, there is no treatment. Owners are required to consult a 

veterinarian if they believe that their animals have been bitten by bats or if the 

animal shows signs of rabies. 

 

Can pregnant animals be vaccinated for rabies? 

Rabies vaccines are considered safe to administer in pregnant animals 

 

How do I make an appointment to get my livestock vaccinated? 

Appointments for the administration of the rabies vaccine can be made by simply 

contacting Mr. Mohammed at 398-3515. Once relevant information has been 

obtained, the Anti-Rabies Unit will make the necessary arrangements to visit and 

conduct our vaccine exercise. 

 

How long is this program? 

The rabies vaccination program is being rolled out during the dry season. 

 

Is this service free? 

Yes, there is no cost attached to the rabies vaccine program. 

 

When does vaccination take place? 

Vaccination will be done between the hours of 8 am to 4 pm on weekdays. The 

program has already commenced.  

 

Is there a limit to how many of my animals can be vaccinated? 

No, there is no limit of the number of animals that can be vaccinated per farm; the 

only exception to vaccination would be animals below the age of 3 months. 

 

 


