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Thank you Mr. Chairman for recognizing me. Firstly, I wish to convey my 

gratitude to the people and Government of Ecuador for the warm reception and 

hospitality to the Trinidad and Tobago delegation.  

 

Mr. Chairman, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has a long standing and 

productive relationship with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

Trinidad and Tobago and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) have 

served to promote sustainable agricultural systems and contribute to hunger 

and poverty alleviation in the country. The Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) continues to be a significant source of technical assistance in policy and 

planning, capacity building, knowledge sharing, advocacy and resource 

mobilization in Trinidad and Tobago. The Food and Agriculture Organization’s 

(FAO) assistance in Trinidad and Tobago is also shaped by the Trinidad and 

Tobago Country Programming Framework.  

 

I wish to briefly list some of the various projects that the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) has collaborated with the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and 

Fisheries and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago that have very far-

reaching impacts in helping us achieve our national mandate and goals. 

 



These projects and collaboration include: 

1. Resilient school feeding program for Trinidad and Tobago which 

facilitates access to healthy diets to the most vulnerable and our children. 

2. Collaboration and support in the updating of our over one hundred (100) 

year old Fisheries Legislation. I would like to report that after thirty (30) 

years of hard work and dedication and support from the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO), the legislation is finally before the 

Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago.  

3. Sustainable Management of Bycatch in Latin America and the Caribbean 

Trawl Fisheries area. 

4. Fish Climate change adaptation in the Eastern Caribbean. 

5. Third Port State Measures Global Capacity Development Support project 

and Follow-up Action to the 33rd FAO committee on Fisheries and 

Aquaculture. 

6. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) China South-South 

Cooperation (SSC) Program – Response and recovery to the impact of 

Covid-19 on rural livelihoods and food systems. 

7. BIO Reach – Biodiversity Conservation and Agro ecological Land 

Restoration in Production and Productive Landscapes in Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

8. The Promotion of food safety and meat hygiene in the Poultry Cottage 

Industry. 

9. African Swine Fever Emergency Preparedness in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

10. Phytosanitary Capacity evaluation. 



11. Improving the monitoring system for Climate change impacts on 

the Agriculture Sector. 

12. Ensuring long-term productivity of Tropical Forests in the 

Caribbean. 

13. Adoption and implementation of the Disaster Risk Management 

Plan for the Agriculture Sector. 

14. Cassava Industry Development Market Assessment and 

Technology Validation and Dissemination. 

15. Sustainable Processing and Value Chain Development for root 

crops. 

 

I wish to also recognise the work of the Country Representative for Trinidad 

and Tobago and Suriname, Mr. Reuben Robertson, who has been instrumental 

in lobbying financial and technological support especially for projects around 

better production, better nutrition, better environment and better life. 

In light of these collaborations, Trinidad and Tobago continues to be grateful 

for the continuous support and technical expertise of the FAO. I therefore 

pledge – on behalf of the Government and people of Trinidad and Tobago and 

extension the Caribbean – our support and commitment in our efforts to 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) and achieving food and 

nutrition security for all. 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


