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A Roadmap to investing
in the Agriculture Sector
in Trinidad and Tobago
Foreword
It is imperative that we produce more of our own foods and use our fisheries
resources in a sustainable manner so that we can secure our future. Strengthening
our agriculture sector is of extreme importance. Reliance on external sources for
most of our foods, as amplified by our high food import bill, is to be significantly
reduced as a matter of urgency.  This must become and remain a top priority as we
pursue a reliable approach to the development of our agriculture sector to cushion
the impact of high food prices on our citizens.
The National Food Production Action Plan 2012-2015 provides for a unified
direction, aligning resources with national priorities while creating a platform for the
Government and private sector to venture into strategic partnerships to effectively
mobilize and utilize available land and marine resources, labour, human resources
and technology.
Therefore, the Plan clearly outlines the investment opportunities in the sector,
providing a platform for entrepreneurs to actively participate in the development
of a sector with the potential to extend into national, economical and social
development.
Some of those specific opportunities are now outlined for you through the
pages of this booklet.
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STAPLES

Rice
Cassava
Sweet Potato
Dasheen
Eddoes
Investment Profile: RICE
Industry Overview – Rice is one of the most important staple foods in Trinidad
and Tobago, constituting a regular part of the daily diet of most citizens. However,
local production accounts for only 6% of demand; the shortfall in supply is met by
imports. Rice is being targeted by the State as one of the major commodities for
increased local production over the next three years. Local production is projected
to grow from current levels of 2,273 tonnes to 7,500 tonnes by 2015.

Markets:

Domestic: Estimated Market Size – 33,000 tonnes, current market value of
TT$83M per annum. The market is projected to triple for this commodity by 2015.  
There exists a guaranteed market and a guaranteed price for all locally produced
paddy.
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Currently all locally produced paddy is bought and milled by National Flour
Mills through an arrangement facilitated by the State.

Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production
• Growers (large, medium)
• Growers (small - certified rice seed producers)
• Input Supplies (planting material, agrochemicals)
• Machinery and Equipment (planting, crop maintenance and harvesting)
• On-farm infrastructure (land leveling, grading and empoldering)
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• Advisory Services (farmer certification, soil testing, environmental
certification)
• Technical Services (land preparation, crop maintenance, harvesting)
Post harvest
• Transportation
• Baling of rice straw
Processing
• Rice Snacks and Cereals
• Flour
• Development of other value added products
• Services (laboratory testing, environmental assessment, design and layout)

Investment Profile: CASSAVA
Industry Overview – The target set for increased production of cassava is from
current levels of 5,454 tonnes to 18,182 tonnes by 2015, representing a 333%
growth over the next three years. Cassava has emerged as one of the leading
commodities for development based on its wide range of utilization and value
added products and its potential for substitution of imported wheat and white
potato. Indeed, there are many entry points in the value chain for investments/
investors with this commodity.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh Market: Estimated Market Size - 4,500 tonnes; current market
value of TT$24 M per annum. The market is targeted to grow by 12,728 tonnes by
2015.  Of this volume, 60% is projected to be utilized in the fresh market.
Export Market: Potential exists mainly for the export of processed products. This
can be facilitated through existing Free Trade Agreements with EU, USA, Canada,
Panama, Costa Rica and CARICOM [all staples].
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Market intelligence and support is provided by the National Agricultural
Marketing and Development Corporation (NAMDEVCO) [all staples except
rice]
Marketing Avenues [all staples]
• Retail market for fresh cut and frozen, frozen grated
• School Nutrition Programme
• Fast food and restaurants market
• Institutional (Army, Prisons, Police, Hospital, etc)
• Export market

Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production [all staples]
• Input Supplies (planting material, fertilizers/chemicals)
• Machinery and Equipment (planting and harvesting machinery)
• On-farm infrastructure (pond and other infrastructure development, water
management)
• Advisory Services (farmer certification, soil testing, environmental
certification)
• Technical Services (land preparation, contract labour)
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Post harvest and Storage [all staples]
• Packing house facilities (washing and grading facilities)
• Peeling centres
• Curing and Storage facilities
• Construction and provision of cold storage
• Packaging Material (boxes, crates, etc.)
• Transportation
• Waste management
Processing
• Frozen products (fries, cubes, logs, grated) [all staples]
• Snacks and Cereals
• Bakery Products (pone, biscuits, bread)
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• Flour
• Food Safety Certification Services [all staples]
• Services (laboratory testing, environmental assessment, design and layout)

Investment Profile: SWEET POTATO
Industry Overview – The target set for increased production of sweet potato is
from 3,150 tonnes to 13,090 tonnes by 2015. This represents over 300% growth
and will require an additional 121 ha of land under construction. Sweet potato is
an important commodity for development based on its wide range of utilization and
value added products and its potential for substitution of imported wheat and white
potato. Indeed, there are many entry points in the value chain for investments/
investors with this commodity.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh Markets: Estimated market size - 7,000 tonnes, current market
value of TT$60M per annum. The projected market growth to 2015 is 13,090
tonnes.  Of this volume, 60% is projected to be utilized in the fresh market.

Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production
• Contracted farmer (Large, Medium)
Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products
• Frozen products (fries, cubes, slices)
• Purees
• Snacks and Cereals
• Bakery Products (pone, biscuits, bread)
• Beverages
• Flour
• Waste management
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Investment Profile: DASHEEN and EDDOES
Industry Overview – Both commodities have been included in the Ministry’s
Action Plan under the staples grouping for domestic expansion. Dasheen is set to
increase from 78ha to 156ha in 2015, representing a 100% increase in production.
Eddoes will double in hectarage from 118ha to 236ha over the next three years.
There is a wide range of potential investment opportunities along the value chain
for these two commodities. Dasheen and eddoes lend themselves to a range
of utilization and value added products and hence enhance their potential for
substitution of imported wheat and white potato.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh Market: Estimated Market Size - 1,118 tonnes dasheen, current
market value of TT$10M per annum; and 1090 tonnes edoes at a market value of
TT$19M. The market is targeted to double for each commodity by 2015. Of this
total value, 75% is projected to be utilized in the fresh market.

Investment Opportunities:
Primary Production
• Producer (Medium, small)
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Processing
• Frozen products (Chunks)
• Snacks and Cereals
• Bakery Products (pone, biscuits, bread)
• Flour
• Development of other value added products
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VEGETABLES
Export
Tomato
Hot Pepper
Cucumber
Pumpkin
Ochro
Dasheen Bush

Domestic
Sweet Corn
Sweet Peppers
Pak-Choi
Lettuce
Melongene

Investment Profile: TOMATO
Industry Overview – The tomato industry is valued at TT$58.4M. This industry
is being targeted as one of the major commodities with both domestic and export
potential. Production is expected to grow from 2,150 tonnes to 3,100 tonnes by
2015. This represents significant export activity and further export potential both
for fresh and processed products.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 2,600 tonnes, with a current
market value of TT$49M per annum. The projected market growth to 2015 is 950
tonnes.
Export market: At present 493 tonnes per annum are exported.
There is potential for export of fresh and processed products, which is facilitated
through Free Trade Agreements with EU, USA, Canada, Panama, Costa Rica and
CARICOM [all vegetables].
Market intelligence and support for all vegetables is provided by the National
Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation (NAMDEVCO).
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Marketing avenues:
• Retail market for fresh vegetables
• School Feeding Programme [all vegetables except hot peppers]
• Fast food and traditional restaurants and the hospitality industry [all
vegetables]
• Institutional (Army, Prisons, Police, Hospital, etc.) [all vegetables]
• Export market [all vegetables]
•  Livestock industry [Sweet Corn only]

Investment Opportunities:
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Primary Production [all vegetables]
• Input Supplies (planting material, fertilizers/chemicals, mulches)
• Machinery and Equipment (planting and irrigation, weed control, harvesting,
motorised wheel barrow for in-field transport)
• On-farm infrastructure (water storage system, fencing, alarms, work sheds,
chemical rooms, machinery garages) [except Dasheen Bush, Sweet Corn
and Pak-Choi]
• Protected Agriculture infrastructure (housing, irrigation and fertilizing
systems, computer systems, closed circuit systems, monitoring systems for
humidity, temperature, soil moisture)
• Advisory Services (farm certification, soil testing, environmental certification,
business development, planning and management)
• Technical Services (design of farm structures, design of  water management
and irrigation systems, design of storage structures for machinery and
equipment, choice of machinery and equipment, land preparation, contract
labour, Integrated Pest Management)
Post-harvest and Storage [all vegetables]
• Packing house facilities (washing and grading facilities)
• Curing and Storage facilities (design of storage facilities including cold
storage, cold chain management)
• Packaging Material (boxes, crates, etc.)
• Transportation
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• Distribution
•  Construction and provision of cold storage (pumpkin only)
Processing
• Chilled packaged products
• Purees, ketchup
• Beverages
• Sauces
• Food Safety Certification Services (Good Management Practices, HACCP)
[all vegetables]
• Services (Laboratory Testing, environmental assessment, design and layout
and finish of processing facilities) [all vegetables]
• Maintenance of equipment and machinery [all vegetables except Dasheen
Bush, Sweet Corn, Sweet Pepper, Pak-Choi and Lettuce]

Investment Profile: HOT PEPPER
Industry Overview – The hot pepper industry is valued at TT$16.0M. This industry
is being targeted as one of the major commodities with both domestic and export
potential. Production is expected to grow from 710 to 1,800 tonnes by 2015. This
represents significant export activity and further export potential both for fresh and
processed products.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 423 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$6.6M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 1,090 tonnes.  
This increased production is projected to be utilized mainly in the export market.
Export market: At present 360 tonnes per annum are exported.
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Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products
• Sauces – hot pepper sauces
• Pepper mash
• Dried ground pepper
• Oleoresins

Investment Profile: CUCUMBER
Industry Overview – The cucumber industry is valued at TT$7.8M. This industry
is being targeted as one of the major commodities with both domestic and export
potential. Production is expected to grow from 1,320 tonnes to 1,760 tonnes by
2015. This represents significant export activity and further export potential both
for fresh and processed products.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 1,050 tonnes, with a current
market value of TT$6.3M per annum. The projected market growth to 2015 is 440
tonnes.
Export market: At present 249 tonnes per annum are exported.
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Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Chilled packaged products
• Cured products, e.g. pickles
• Beverages
• Sauces, e.g. cucumber chutney
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Investment Profile: PUMPKIN
Industry Overview – The pumpkin industry is valued at TT$5M. This industry is
being targeted as one of the major commodities with both domestic and export
potential. Production is expected to grow from 1,790 tonnes to 1,950 tonnes by
2015. This represents significant export activity and further export potential both
for fresh and processed products.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 485 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$1.4M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 160 tonnes.  
Export market: At present 1,287 tonnes per annum are exported.

Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products
• Frozen products (cubes, slices)
• Purees, ketchup
• Snacks and Cereals (pumpkin seeds)
• Bakery Products (pone, biscuits, bread)
• Flour
• Beverages
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Investment Profile: OCHRO
Industry Overview – The ochro industry is valued at TT$11M. This industry is
being targeted as one of the major commodities with both domestic and export
potential. Production is expected to grow from 940 tonnes to 1,000 tonnes per
annum by 2015. This represents significant export activity and further export
potential both for fresh and processed products.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 921 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$10.8M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 60 tonnes.
Export market: At present 4 tonnes per annum are exported.

Investment Opportunities:
Processing
• Chilled packaged products

Investment Profile: DASHEEN BUSH
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Industry Overview – The dasheen bush industry is valued at TT$2.7M. This
industry is being targeted as one of the major commodities with both domestic and
export potential. Production is expected to grow from 340 tonnes to 400 tonnes by
2015. This represents significant export activity and further export potential both
for fresh and processed products

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 328 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$2.7M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 60 tonnes.
Export market: At present 12 tonnes per annum are exported.
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Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products – Callaloo Packs

Investment Profile: SWEET CORN
Industry Overview – The sweet corn industry is valued at TT$9.9M. This industry
is being targeted as one of the major commodities for domestic production and
food security. Production of corn is expected to grow from 981 tonnes to 2,481
tonnes by 2015. This represents a significant drive to increase local consumption
for the sustained health of the population.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 987 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$9.9M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 1,494 tonnes.  
This increased production is projected to be utilized mainly in the domestic market
to ensure food and nutrition security.
Export market: At present sweet corn is not exported.

Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products
• Frozen on-the-cob and off-the-cob
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Investment Profile: SWEET PEPPER
Industry Overview – The sweet pepper industry is valued at TT$6.8M. This
industry is being targeted as one of the major commodities for domestic production
and food security. Production is expected to grow from 343 tonnes to 2,623 tonnes
by 2015. This represents a significant drive to increase local consumption for the
sustained health of the population.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 407 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$6.8M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 2,280 tonnes.  
This increased production is projected to be utilized mainly in the domestic market
to ensure food and nutrition security.
Export market: At present 137 tonnes per annum are exported.

Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products

Investment Profile: PAK-CHOI
16

Industry Overview – The pak-choi industry is valued at TT$5.2M. This industry is
being targeted as one of the major commodities for domestic production and food
security. Production is expected to grow from 518 tonnes to 570 tonnes by 2015.  

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 518 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$5.2M per annum.  The projected market growth to 2015 is 52 tonnes.  
This increased production is projected to be utilized mainly in the domestic market
to ensure food and nutrition security.
Export market: At present pak-choi is not exported.
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Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh, chilled packaged products

Investment Profile: LETTUCE
Industry Overview – The lettuce industry is valued at TT$2.0M. This industry
is being targeted as one of the major commodities for domestic production and
food security. Production is expected to grow from 1,394 tonnes to 1.500 tonnes
by 2015. This represents a significant drive to increase local consumption for the
sustained health of the population.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 2,227 tonnes, with a current
market value of TT$2.0M per annum. The targeted market growth to 2015 is 106
tonnes.  This increased production is projected to be utilized mainly in the domestic
market to ensure food and nutrition security.
Export market: At present 100 kg per annum are exported.

Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh, chilled packaged products
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Investment Profile: MELONGENE
Industry Overview – The melongene industry is valued at TT$4.8M. This industry
is being targeted as one of the major commodities for domestic production and
food security. Production is expected to grow from 540 tonnes to 586 tonnes by
2015. This represents a significant drive to increase local consumption for the
sustained health of the population.

Markets:

Domestic market: Current local consumption is 436 tonnes, with a current market
value of TT$3.3M per annum. The projected market growth to 2015 is 46 tonnes.  
This increased production is projected to be utilized mainly in the domestic
market.
.
Export market: At present 97.1 tonnes per annum is exported.

Investment Opportunities:

Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products

18

In

ve

s

e
tm

nt

O

rtu
ppo

nities

in Agriculture

LEGUMES AND PULSES
Black Eye Peas
Pigeon Peas
Bodi

Investment Profile: BLACK EYE PEAS
Industry Overview – Trinidad and Tobago currently imports almost all of its black
eye peas in the form of frozen green, dried and canned dried black eye peas. The
goal of the action plan is to embark on a programme of investigating the potential
of local commercial production of black eye peas, to reduce the dependency on
imports. The present local production is 13 tonnes per annum and the current
consumption is 500 tonnes. This is an opportunity to increase local production.

Markets: [all legumes and pulses]
• Retail markets (blanched, fresh frozen, fresh shelled, dry, fresh and dry
canned, fresh cut chilled, blanched frozen pods)
• School feeding programme
• Restaurants
• Institutions
Cost of production for 0.4 ha
• Land preparation
$   3,993.00
• Planting
$   2,000.00
• Fertilizer and pest control
$   7,997.00
• Harvesting
$   2,000.00
•_____________________________________________________
Transportation
$      649.00
TOTAL

Investment Opportunity

$ 16,639.00

Primary Production: [all legumes and pulses]
• Input Supply (planting material, fertilizer, chemicals)  
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• Machinery and equipment (planters, shellers, harvesters, sprayers)
• Infrastructure (irrigation- on farm water storage, lines, pumps)
• Advisory services (Farmer certification, Soil testing, Environmental
Certification)
• Technical Services (contract services e.g. shelling and harvesting)
• On-farm cultivation
Post Harvest [all legumes and pulses]
• Packing house facilities (shelling, drying, packaging, blanchers  and
freezing)
• Construction/provision of cold storage
• Transportation
Processing [Black Eye Peas and Bodi]
• Frozen green
• Dry packaged
• Canned green [all legumes and pulses]
• Canned dry
By products [all legumes and pulses]
• Animal Feed (shells, vegetation and other waste  material)
• Compost for use as Soil Ameliorant
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Investment Profile: PIGEON PEAS
Industry Overview –Trinidad and Tobago currently imports most of its pigeon pea
in the form of frozen green, dried and canned green and dried pigeon peas. The
goal of the action plan is the development of a local pigeon pea industry to reduce
the dependency on imports. The present local production is 130 tonnes per annum
and the current consumption is 802 tonnes. By 2015 the projected increase in
production is 30 tonnes.  However, pigeon pea has a further potential to increase
from the 160 tonnes forecasted for the year 2015, to that of 325 tonnes.
Cost of production /0.4 ha
• Land preparation
$   5,276.00
• Planting
$   7,950.00
• Fertilizer and pest control
$   6,235.00
• Harvesting
$   3,239.00
•_____________________________________________________
Transportation
$      649.00
TOTAL

$ 23,349.00

Investment Opportunity:
Processing
• Fresh frozen (green)
• Dry packaged
• Canned dry
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Investment Profile: BODI
Industry Overview – Trinidad and Tobago is currently self-sufficient in bodi which
is consumed as a vegetable legume.  Excess production is exported.  The goal is
to increase production targeting the export market. The present local production
is 970 tonnes per annum and the current consumption is 928 tonnes. By 2015
the projected increase in production is 130 tonnes. However, bodi has a further
potential to increase from the 1,100 tonnes forecasted for the year 2015, to that of
1,353 tonnes (short variety).
Cost of production /0.4 ha
• Land preparation
$   2,498.00
• Planting
$   1,688.00
• Fertilizer and pest control
$ 10,454.00
• Irrigation
$   1,600.00
•   Harvesting
$   2,560.00
•_____________________________________________________
Transportation
$      649.00
TOTAL

Investment Opportunity
22

Primary Production:
• Fresh cut chilled
• Blanched Frozen  

$ 19,449.00
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FRUITS

Citrus
Sucrier Banana
Pineapple
Mango
Paw Paw
Investment Profile: CITRUS
Industry Overview – The potential value in the citrus industry is approximately
$41m. The citrus industry is being targeted by the Government because of its high
import juice concentrate and the increasing demand for fresh fruits. Citrus is one
of the major fruit commodities expected to grow from 1,537 tonnes to 1,780 tonnes
by 2015, which represents approximately 16% growth. This would be realized
by rehabilitating the current citrus acreages. Further citrus development will be
achieved by planting 4,000 acres from 2012-2015. These new plants will become
productive within 3 to 5 years.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh market: Current production is 1,537 tonnes, which represents
4.8% of local consumption. Current market value of TT$10.7M per annum. The
targeted market growth to 2015 is 1,780 tonnes. This additional production is
projected to be utilized for fresh fruit and processed markets.
Export market: The potential is mainly processed products for the CARICOM
region.
Market intelligence and support for all fruits is provided by the National
Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation (NAMDEVCO)
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Marketing Avenues:
• Retail market for fresh and processed products
• Restaurant and hospitality markets
• School Feeding Programme
• Baking industry
• Export market [all fruits except mango and banana]
• Jams and jellies
• Flavouring
• Juices

Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production [all fruits]
• Input Supplies (fertilizers/chemicals)
• Fruit baskets
• Landscaping
• Machinery and Equipment (planting and harvesting machinery)
• On-farm infrastructure (design of a water management system) [except
Pineapple and Paw Paw]
• Advisory Services (farmer certification, soil testing, environmental
certification)
• Technical Services (land preparation, contract labour for primary production
activities)

24

Post harvest and Storage [all fruits]
• Packing house facilities (washing, grading and ripening facilities)
• Provision of chillers
• Packaging Material (boxes, crates, etc.)
• Transportation
Processing
• Fresh-cut packaged products
• Purees [all fruits]
• Snacks (dried, preserved, candied, chow)
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Bakery Products (cakes and pastries)
Beverages [all fruits]
Ice cream, sherbets and yogurt [all fruits]
Jams, jellies
Canned products (slices, fruit cocktails)
Essential oils and fragrances
By product (animal feed, insect bait and compost)
Food Safety Certification Services [all fruits]

Investment Profile: Sucrier Bananas
Industry Overview – The potential value is $3.6M. This industry is being targeted
in an effort to reduce the imports of bananas. Bananas (Sucrier) is one of the
major fruit commodities selected in an attempt to increase the supply of local
fruits. Bananas (Sucrier) is to be produced specifically for the domestic market,
particularly for the School Feeding Programme. This sector is expected to grow
from less than 5 tonnes to 400 tonnes by 2015. This significant growth requires an
additional 400 acres of land to be cultivated.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh market: Current production is less than 5 tonnes, which represents
local consumption. Current market value of TT$45,000 per annum. The targeted
market growth to 2015 is 400 tonnes. This additional production is projected to be
utilized for the domestic market and the School Feeding Programme.
Export market: The potential is for mainly the CARICOM fresh fruit market.
Marketing Avenues:
• Purees (baby food)
• Bakery Products
• School Feeding Programme

25
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Investment Opportunities:
Primary Production
• Planting material

Processing
• Fresh packaged products
• Bakery Products (pancakes, cakes and pastries)
• By product (animal feed and compost)

Investment Profile: PINEAPPLE
Industry Overview – The potential value of pineapple is TT$3.2M. Pineapple is
one of the major fruit commodities which is expected to grow from 462 tonnes to
700 tonnes by 2015. This represents 51.5% growth and requires an additional 400
acres of land under cultivation.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh market: Current production is 462 tonnes, which represents
local consumption. Current market value of pineapples is TT$2.1M per annum.  
The targeted market growth to 2015 is 700 tonnes. This additional production is
projected to be utilized for value added products.
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Export market: Potential for mainly processed products and through Free Trade
Agreements with EU, USA, Canada, Panama, Costa Rica and CARICOM.
Marketing Avenues:
• Retail market for fresh and processed
• Fast food, restaurants and hospitality market
• Baking industry
• Jams and jellies
• Flavouring
• Juices
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Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production
• Planting material including tissue cultured plants
• Landscaping
• Fruit baskets and floral arrangements
Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products
• Snacks (dried, preserved, candied, chow)
• Bakery Products (cakes and pastries)
• Jams, jellies
• Canned products (slices, chunks, fruit cocktails)
• By product (animal feed and compost)

Investment Profile: MANGO
Industry Overview – Mango has a potential value of 55 tonnes. New plants will
become productive within 3 to 5 years so that the potential in the long term will
be significant. Increased planting in backyards, public spaces and pure stands
by 50,000 plants covering 500 acres will facilitate the mango industry to expand
thereby fostering opportunities for mango and mango products. Mango is one of
the fruit commodities that is targeted to grow from 50 tonnes to 55 tonnes by 2015,
representing 10% growth.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh market: Current production is 50 tonnes, which represents
local consumption. Current market value of TT$336,000 per annum. The targeted
market growth to 2015 is 55 tonnes.  This additional production is projected to be
utilized for value added products.
Export market: Potential for mainly processed products and through Free Trade
Agreements with EU, USA, Canada, Panama, Costa Rica and CARICOM.
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Marketing Avenues:
• Retail market for fresh and processed products
• Restaurants and hospitality market
• Baking industry
• Jams and jellies
• Flavouring
• Candies
• Juices

Investment Opportunities:
Primary Production
• Planting material
• Fruit baskets

Processing
• Fresh-cut packaged products
• Snacks and Candies (dried, preserved, candied, chow)
• Bakery Products (cakes and pastries)
• Jams, jellies
• Canned products (slices, chunks)
• Pre–packaged mango leaves for religious purposes
• By product (animal feed and compost)
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Investment Profile: PAW PAW
Industry Overview – The potential value for paw paw is TT$26M. Paw Paw is
one of the major fruit commodities; expected to grow from 1,716 tonnes to 3,432
tonnes by 2015, which represents 100% growth and requiring an additional 100
acres of land under cultivation.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh market: Current production is 1,716 tonnes, which represents
local consumption. Current market value of TT$13M per annum. The targeted
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market growth to 2015 is 3,432 tonnes. This additional production is projected to
be utilized for value added products.
Export market: Potential for mainly processed products and through Free Trade
Agreements with EU, USA, Canada, Panama, Costa Rica and CARICOM.
Marketing Avenues:
• Retail market for fresh and processed products
• Restaurants and hospitality market
• Baking industry
• Meat tenderizing
• Flavouring
• Juices

Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production
• Planting material including tissue cultured plants
• Landscaping
• Fruit baskets
Processing
• Fresh cut, chilled packaged products
• Snacks (dried, preserved, candied, chow)
• Bakery Products (cakes and pastries)
• Meat tenderizing
• Canned products (slices, chunks)
• By product (animal feed and compost)
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FOOD FROM ANIMALS – LIVESTOCK
Sheep and goats for meat
Dairy goat for milk
Dairy cattle for milk

Investment Profile: SHEEP AND GOATS FOR MEAT
Industry Overview – Current total consumption of fresh and frozen meat is valued
at TT$236M (3,369 tonnes).   Meat from sheep and goats is one of the major
commodities and our present production is valued at TT$25M (355 tonnes).
Primary Production:
The opportunities for primary production are tremendous as consumption greatly
exceeds local production and the consumer taste is partial to fresh products of
high quality. This country’s per capita consumption of sheep and goat meat ranks
among the top ten in the world.
Export market: Potential for mainly processed products throughout CARICOM.
Market intelligence and support is being developed through the Livestock
and Livestock Products Board
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Marketing Avenues:
• Retail market for fresh cut and frozen
• School Feeding Programme
• Fast food and restaurants market
• Institutional (Army, Prisons, Police, Hospital, etc)
• Export market
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Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production [all livestock]
• Input Supplies (feed, pharmaceuticals, breeding and replacement stock)
• Machinery and Equipment (automated cleaning, cooling and feeding
systems, waste disposal systems)
• Animal Identification systems
• On-farm infrastructure (ponds)
• Pre fabricated housing
• Forage farms
• Advisory Services (Farmer Certification, production management services,
IT or database record keeping systems, environmental certification)
• Technical Services (mobile abattoir services, private veterinary services,
breeding services)
• Services for farm design and layout
Processing and Storage
• Slaughter house (slaughter and grading facilities)
• Curing and meat fabrication
• Provision of storage facilities [all livestock]
• Construction and provision of cold storage
• Packaging Material (tetra-packs, bottles) [all livestock]
• Transportation [all livestock]
• Food Safety Certification Services [all livestock]
• Services (Laboratory Testing, environmental assessment, design and
layout) [all livestock]
Value Added Products
• Cuts (fresh, chilled or frozen)
• Boneless and minced meats
• Sausages, patties, pre cooked meats, hams, etc.
• Craft and leather items
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Investment Profile: DAIRY GOAT / DAIRY CATTLE
Industry Overview – Current local production of goat milk is valued at TT$4M
(20 tonnes). The nutritive value and health benefit of goat’s milk along with its
efficiency of production makes it an ideal enterprise for use in filling the deficit in
milk production of the cattle industry. Current local production of dairy cattle milk
is valued at TT$43M (4,300 tonnes); the current milk consumption is estimated to
be valued at TT$750M (75,864 tonnes). The current production of 4,300 tonnes is
expected to increase to 5,650 tonnes by 2015.
Primary Production:
The opportunities for primary production are tremendous. There is the potential to
fill the deficit in production created by the high consumption that is far greater than
local milk production.
Export market: Futuristic potential for mainly processed products throughout
CARICOM.

Marketin Avenues:
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•
•
•
•
•

Retail market
School Feeding Programme
Fast food and restaurants market
Institutional (Army, Prisons, Police, Hospital, etc)
Export market

Investment Opportunities:

Processing and Storage
• Pasteurisation and other processing facilities
Value Added Products
• Dairy products (milks, ice cream, yogurts, punches, whey, cheese, cream)
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AQUACULTURE
Investment Profile: TILAPIA
Industry Overview – Local production is currently between 9 to 11 tonnes and
approximately 100 tonnes are imported annually. The imported quantities are
increasing. The goal is to increase production to 90 tonnes in 2012-2013 and
incrementally to 270 tonnes in 2014 - 2015.

Markets:

Domestic Fresh market: Current market size – 112 tonnes, current market value
of TT$6.27M per annum. The projected market growth to 2015 is 457 tonnes of
whole fish.
Export market: Potential for regional market.
Marketing Avenues:
• Retail market for fresh and chilled
• School Feeding Programme
• Fast food and restaurants market
• Institutional (Army, Prisons, Police, Hospital, etc)
• Export market
Estimated Cost of Production:
Earthen pond production:
approximately $6.50/lb
Minimum acreage required:
10 acres (7 acres water surface area)
Pond Construction:
$700,000
Additional Capital Costs:
$800,000
Average Yield:
98,000 lbs/year
Approximate revenue:
$10/lb
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Additional Capital Costs:
Average Yield:
Approximate revenue:
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approximately $7.50/lb
1500 sq. feet
$65,000 per system (16 tanks)
$20,000
12,800 lbs/year
$10/lb

Investment Opportunities:

Primary Production
• Fish Farming
• Input Supplies (feed)
• Hatcheries (fingerlings)
• Machinery and Equipment (tanks, pumps, aeration devices, etc.)
• Infrastructure (ponds, roads, buildings, tanks, etc.)
• Security (fencing, monitoring equipment)
• Advisory Services (soil testing, environmental certification, aquatic veterinary
services)
• Technical Services (water quality monitoring, contract labour)
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Processing and Storage
• Processing facilities (wash, grade, sort, process)
• Construction and provision of cold storage
• Packaging Material (insulated boxes, crates, etc.)
• Provision of ice
• Transportation
• Services (Laboratory Testing)
Value Added
• Fresh and chilled packaged products (fillets, drawn)
• Frozen products (fillets, drawn, patties, fish sticks, etc.)
• Smoked products
• Salted products
• By products (fish meal, tanned skins, etc.)
• Food Safety Certification Services
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STRATEGIC CROPS
Cocoa
Honey

Investment Profile: COCOA
Industry Overview – Cocoa has been identified as a strategic commodity due
to its excellence as a foreign exchange earner and vast potential in creating
local economic wins in value added activities. Local bean production is valued at
US$2.4m and can be doubled and tripled within a period of 3 to 5 years through
appropriate investment opportunities.
Trinidad and Tobago cocoa flavour profile is dominated by medium cocoa notes
blending into pulsating fruity notes and ancillary floral, nutty, caramel, spicy and
liquorice flavours. Three annual consecutive victories at the Cocoa of Excellence in
Paris have firmly established Trinidad and Tobago’s reputation for par excellence
flavour.

Markets:
A minimum guaranteed price of $19.00/kg is provided for dried processed beans.
Local production is approximately 600 tonnes. Local value added utilisation and
foreign marketing opportunities can absorb over 3,000 tonnes of TT fine or flavour
beans. Plans are being developed to drive production upwards to 2,000 tonnes by
2014. Around 95% of local production is exported to lucrative markets in Europe,
Japan and the US and 5% is used in local value added to produce gourmet
chocolates, drinking chocolates and butterfat. The growth of these activities will
expand to utilise greater than 10% of local beans.
Market intelligence and support is provided by the Cocoa and Coffee
Industry Board of Trinidad and Tobago (CCIB)
Existing Opportunities at a Glance:
• Growing and producing more local cocoa beans
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• Bean differentiation through growing environment by flavour interaction,
branding and niche market capture
• Local Chocolate making capacity
• Local value added products
• Cocoa Ecotourism

Investment Opportunities

Primary Production and Processing:
• Service Provider with skilled and unskilled labour, tools and equipment
to provide land clearing, crop establishment, field maintenance,
rehabilitation, pest and disease control and harvesting operations.
• Producer/Grower of beans
• Processor of Beans/Fermentary Operator with processing infrastructure
for fermenting, drying, polishing, grading, bagging and storage of beans.
• On Farm infrastructure (wind barriers/breaks, irrigation ponds, drainage
channels, fermentation boxes and driers)
• Advisory services (farm certification, soil testing)
• Technical and Managerial Services
• Labour Saving Devices
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Value Added and By-Product development
• Producing couverteur and cocoa liquor
• Dark, Milk, Gourmet and Drinking chocolates
• Local rum and Trinitario chocolate blends
• Nutraceutical health chocolates
• Butterfat and cosmetics
• Chocolate culinaries
• Soaps
• Fertilisers and livestock feeds
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Investment Profile: HONEY (APICULTURE)
Industry Overview – The Apiculture Industry is targeted for its importance
in pollination with respect to crop production. In addition, there are a number
of important by-products emanating from this sub sector that include but is not
limited to: honey, pollen, royal jelly and beeswax. Honey production is targeted to
increase from 44,000 litres to 200,000 litres per annum by 2015 through improved
management practices and an increase in the number of hives.

Markets

The domestic market for honey is currently a closed market.
• Retail markets
• School Feeding Programme
• Institutional bodies
Export market: A niche market exists for pure honey.

Investment Opportunities

Primary Production
• Input supplies (extractors)
• Woodworking industry (boxes, frames)
• Garment industry (suits)
• Technical services (contract labour)
Value Added
• Beverage industry  mead (wine)
• Creamed honey (jam)
• Garment industry (beeswax for batik)
• Dietary supplements  (pollen, Royal jelly, propolis)
• Neutraceuticals
• Cosmetics industry (creams, oils, pastes, soaps)
• Candles (scented and coloured)
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Support Services/Institutions
Policy
Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs (MFPLMA)
Incentives
Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs (MFPLMA)
• Vehicles up to 25%
• Water for agriculture up to 75%
• Land preparation up to 25%
• Machinery and equipment up to 50%
• Soil conservation up to 100%
• Integrated pest management up to 50%
• Post harvest and marketing up to 50%
• Agro processing up to 50%
• Soil amelioration up to 50%
• Waste management up to 100%
• Protected Agricultural Systems,
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• New farmers/farms (Youth in Agriculture up to 50%),
• Agro-processing
• Security (Praedial Larceny) for Agriculture up to 50%
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Support Services/Institutions (continued)
Extension Services
Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs (MFPLMA)
Financial
ADB, BDC, NEDCO
Research and Development
MFPLMA, CARDI, IICA, UWI, UTT, CARIRI, TTBS, SFC, FAO, IMA,
SIDC, CFTDI, CRU, CFD
Processing
TTABA, Food and Beverage Industry Development Committee,
SFC, SIDC, CFD, TTBS
Marketing
NAMDEVCO, SIDC, AQUA-TT, TGA, CCIB, CFD, TTBS
Infrastructure
MFPLMA, EMBD
Training
MFPLMA, UWI, UTT, LLPB, CFTDI
Investment Analysis
TTABA, ADB, SIDC
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Glossary of Acronyms
Acronym

Company Name

ADB

Agricultural Development Bank
Agriculture Now Unit, Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine
Affairs

40

ASTT

Agriculture Society of Trinidad and Tobago

AQUA-TT

Aquaculture Association of Trinidad &Tobago

AQUA-TT

Aquaculture Association of Trinidad &Tobago Multi-purpose
Cooperative Society Limited (Financial Arm)

CABI

CAB International

CARDI

Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute

CFTDI

Caribbean Fisheries Training and Development Institute

CARIRI

Caribbean Industrial Research Institute

CFD; MOH

Chemistry Food & Drug  Inspectorate; Ministry of Health

CFD; MOH

Chemistry Food & Drug Laboratory; Ministry of Health

CCIB

Cocoa and Coffee Industry Board

CRU; UWI

Cocoa Research Unit

EMBD

Estate Management & Business Development Company Limited

COSL, MFPLMA

Commissioner of State Lands

ETIS

Extension Training and Information Services, Ministry of Food
Production, Land and Marine Affairs

UWI

Faculty of Science and Agriculture, University of the West Indies

FAO

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations

IICA

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture

LWDD, MFPLMA Land & Water Development Division, Ministry of Food Production,
Land and Marine Affairs
LLPB

Livestock and Livestock Products Board

MFPLMA

Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs
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Glossary of Acronyms
Acronym

Company Name

NAMDEVCO

National Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation

NEDCO

National Entrepreneurship Development Company Limited

PCS

PCS Nitrogen (PotashCorp)- Model Farm

SIDC

Seafood Industry Development Company

SFC

Sugarcane Feeds Centre

TGA

Tilapia Growers Association

TTBS

Trinidad & Tobago Bureau of Standard

TTABA

Trinidad and Tobago Agri-Business Association

TTGSS

Trinidad and Tobago Goat and Sheep Society

ECIAF; UTT

University of Trinidad and Tobago - Eastern Caribbean Institute of
Agriculture and Forestry
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Contact Details
Company Name

Acronym

Address

Agricultural Development Bank

ADB

87 Henry Street,
Port of Spain

Agriculture Now Unit, Ministry of Food
Production, Land and Marine Affairs
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58 Sevilla Brechin
Castle, Couva

Agriculture Society of Trinidad and Tobago

ASTT

52 Penco Street, Penco
Court, Lange Park,
Chaguanas

Aquaculture Association of Trinidad &Tobago

AQUA-TT

c/o 2nd Level
Auzonville Mall,
11 Eastern Main Road,
Tunapuna

Aquaculture Association of Trinidad &Tobago
Multi-purpose Cooperative Society Limited
(Financial Arm)

AQUA-TT

c/o 2nd Level
Auzonville Mall,
11 Eastern Main Road,
Tunapuna

CAB International

CABI

Gordon Street, Curepe

Caribbean Agricultural Research and
Development Institute

CARDI

University of the West
Indies, St. Augustine

Caribbean Fisheries Training and Development
Institute

CFTDI

Western Main Road,
Chaguaramas

Caribbean Industrial Research Institute

CARIRI

University of the West
Indies, St. Augustine

Chemistry Food & Drug  Inspectorate; Ministry
of Health

CFD; MOH

2nd Floor, 92 Frederick
Street, Port of Spain

Chemistry Food & Drug Laboratory; Ministry of
Health

CFD; MOH

115 Frederick Street,
Port of Spain

Cocoa and Coffee Industry Board

CCIB

20 Yard Street,
Chaguanas

Cocoa Research Unit

CRU; UWI

University of the West
Indies, St. Augustine
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jsamsoondar@adbtt.com 623-6261/5
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Fax

Website

624-3087/
625-0906/0341

www.adbtt.com

bali@fplma.gov.tt/
kgay@fplma.gov.tt

679-7811     
636-3920

www.agriculture.gov.tt

agrisoctt@yahoo.com
agrisocietytt@gmail.com

672-8995

aquatt1@gmail.com

370-5695

aquattcsl@gmail.com

354-7068        
640-1748

caribbeanla@cabi.org

645-7628

663-2859

http://www.cabi.org

executive@cardi.org

645-1205 - 7

646-1208

http://www.cardi.org

cftdi@flowtrinidad.com
TIble@cftdi.edu.tt

634-4276

634-4405

www.cftdi.edu.tt/home

ceocariri@tstt.net.tt
corpoff@cariri.com
bsu@cariri.com

662-7161/2

662-7177

www.cariri.com

Mrs. Beharry-Singh

623-2834            
624-5968

cfdd@health.gov.tt

Mrs Beharry-Singh

623-2476/2814

cfdd@health.gov.tt

gertruderamoutar@
yahoo.co.uk

672-1580
671-1001

672-2559

via www.agriculture.gov.tt

662-2002 ext.
82115

662-8788
(tel/Fax)

www.uwi.edu

671-9688
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Contact Details
Company Name

Acronym

Address

Estate Management & Business Development
Company Limited

EMBD

Unit No. 2.27s Valpark
Plaza, # 1 Morequito
Ave, Valsayn South

Commissioner of State Lands

COSL,
MFPLMA

Lot 1 & 2 Corner Jattan
Lane and El Socorro
Road, San Juan

Extension Training and Information Services,
Ministry of Food Production, Land and Marine
Affairs

ETIS

Corner Mausica Rd &
Caroni North Bank Rd,
Centeno

Faculty of Science and Agriculture, University of
the West Indies

UWI

University of the West
Indies, St. Augustine

Fisheries Division, Ministry of Food Production,
Land and Marine Affairs
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35 Cipriani Blvd.
Newtown, Port of Spain

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations

FAO

Scott House, 134-138
Frederick Street, Portof-Spain

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture

IICA

10 Austin Street, St.
Augustine

Land & Water Development Division, Ministry of
Food Production, Land and Marine Affairs

LWDD,
MFPLMA

Corner Mausica &
Caroni North Bank
Roads, Centeno

Livestock and Livestock Products Board

LLPB

80 Abercromby Street,
Port of Spain

National Agricultural Marketing and
Development Corporation

NAMDEVCO

S.S. Erin Road, Debe

National Entrepreneurship Development
Company Limited

NEDCO

38 New Street, Port of
Spain

PCS Nitrogen (PotashCorp)- Model Farm

PCS

Mediterrean Drive,  PO
Bag 201, Point Lisas
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Website

Email

Phone

Fax

sunitag@embdtt.org

645-7847

662-0167 /         www.embdtt.org
645-6706

cosl@fplma.gov.tt

685-5997/1473

625-5993

www.agriculture.gov.tt

etis.division@yahoo.com 646-3778

642-6747

www.agriculture.gov.tt

dyer.narinesingh@sta.
uwi.edu

662-5012

663-9686

www.uwi.edu

CChanAShing@fplma.
gov.tt

623-5989

623-8542

www.agriculture.gov.tt

barton.clarke@fao.org

623-5175

623-0995

www. fao.org

gregg.rawlins@iica.int

645-4555

662-8253

www.iica.int/Eng/

Lwdd@fplma.gov.tt

669-8402

669-8403

www.agriculture.gov.tt
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ckllpb@tstt.net.tt

624-8924

627-6245

urajahram@namdevco.tt   647-3218

647-6087

www.namdevco.com

contactus@nedco.gov.tt

625-7679/ 6154

623-1606

www.nedco.gov.tt

info@pcsnitrogen.co.tt
apurcell@pcsnitrogen.
co.tt

636-2205 ext.
307

636-2052

http://www.potashcorp.
com/about/facilities/
nitrogen/trinidad/
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Contact Details
Company Name

Acronym

Research Division, Ministry of Food Production,
Land and Marine Affairs

46

Address
Caroni North Bank
Road, Centeno

Seafood Industry Development Company

SIDC

6 Bejucal Extension
1, Uriah Butler Hwy,
Charlieville, Chaguanas

Sugarcane Feeds Centre

SFC

Pokhor Road,
Longdenville

Tilapia Growers Association

TGA

1 Home Farms, Chin
Chin Road, Cunupia

Trinidad & Tobago Bureau of Standard

TTBS

Trincity Industrial
Estate, Macoya,
Tunapuna

Trinidad and Tobago Agri-Business Association

TTABA

2nd Level Auzonville
Mall, 11 Eastern Main
Road, Tunapuna

Trinidad and Tobago Goat and Sheep Society

TTGSS

c/o IICA Office                                         
#10 Austin Street, St.
Augustine

University of Trinidad and Tobago - Eastern
ECIAF; UTT
Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and Forestry

Caroni North Bank
Rd. Centeno
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Email

Phone

Fax

Website

smaharaj710@gmail.
com

646-7657

646-1646

www.agriculture.gov.tt

vmaharaj@sidctt.com

665-7081

671-8932

www.sidctt.com

leelaj_tt@hotmail.com

665-9967

671-4809

sfc@carib-link.net

gweekes2002@yahoo.
com

620-1284

n/a

663-4335

www.ttbs.org.tt

communications@ttaba.
com/ skprevost@gmail.
com

645-9204

645-6511

johnborely@gmail.com

646-2737/8

642-6747

Lygia.Imam@utt.edu.tt

642-8888/
223-4888

646-3964

www.ttaba.com

www.utt.edu.tt
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