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PEST ADVISORY  
Bacterial fruit blotch, Acidovorax avenae subsp. citrulli 

A new pest in Trinidad  

 

 

What is it? 
Bacterial fruit blotch is a seed-borne bacterial disease 
that affects cucurbits (watermelon, cantaloupe, 
cucumber, and pumpkin) and some solanceous plants 
(melongene and sweet peppers). It was discovered in 
Mayaro, Trinidad in 2012 on watermelons. It is known 
to occur in most watermelon producing countries. 
 
Why is it a problem? 
Bacterial fruit blotch is devastating as losses reported 
are 50-80%. Symptoms may not be visible until two 
weeks prior to harvest and affected fruits are 
unmarketable. One infected plant is too much as the 
disease spreads rapidly! 
 
What do I look for? 
 Symptoms of bacterial fruit blotch can be seen on 

the seedling, mature leaves and fruit. 
 On seedlings, water soaked areas on the 

underside of the leaf are the first sign (Fig. 1). 
 Water-soaked lesions start as discrete spots, then 

coalesce, extend along the veins and may have a 
yellow halo (Fig. 2). 

 In young seedlings, lesions can occur on the stem 
causing it to collapse and die (Fig. 3). 

 In older leaves, lesions appear as dark angular 
spots (Fig. 4).  

 The most characteristic symptom is dark, water-
soaked lesions on the upper surface of the fruit, 
which when ruptured gives off a white-amber 
ooze (Fig. 5). 

 Lesions begin as small, water-soaked spots with 
irregular margins that expand and coalesce to 
cover much of the fruit surface within 7 to 10 days 
(Fig.6) 

 In advanced stages the rind ruptures and the fruit 
rots (Fig. 7).  

 

   
 

   
 

  

 

Figures 1 and 3 taken from Univ of Florida; Figure 2 from Univ of Missouri 

and Figures 4- from Anthony St Hill, Ministry if Food Production, Trinidad. 

 

Report all sightings to 646-6284 
email us at reportpest@gmail.com 
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